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Presenter: Robert Paul Sprague
Prosperous land of fertile farms.
Approximately 75,000 inhabitants.
Phoenixville and West Chester were urban centers in the County.
Local industry in its infancy in the 1850’s.
By 1861, 6th in Pennsylvania with 666 factories (five or fewer workers).
Paper mills, grist mills, carriage shops, blacksmiths and cigar makers.
Heavy industry: iron, textiles, and farm machinery.
Phoenixville was a real industrial town: water and steampower – rivers.
Textiles in 1860 purchased a half million pounds of wool (local).
In 1860, 1.5 million pounds of Southern cotton was processed.
Women and children equaled 1/3rd of factory labor force.
Salaries favored men two to one over women.
One of the most productive agricultural districts in the world in 1860.
One-half of the inhabitants worked on the land (milk cows, pigs, corn, oats, wheat =
cash crop).
Women worked on the farms (very solitary life).
Farm labor done by hand
6,000 African-Americans lived above the Mason-Dixon Line in Chester County.
Perry Anderson of West Chester was involved in John Brown’s raid at Harpers Ferry
in 1859.

SUMMARY: black or white, Chester County worked hard in 1860, as it always had. Is
economy was mostly small-scale and local but showed a lot of variety: from family farms
to huge factories; from ancient crafts to modern processing plants. It was a mixed
economy and a mixed culture, part New England and part American South.

I remain your most obedient servant,
Robert Sprague
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~ Officers ~

Robert Sprague
Vice President: Chip Crowe
Secretary:
Ted Pawlik
Treasurer:
Dave Walter

President:

~ Committee Members ~
Preservation: Bob Sprague, John Walls

Nominating Committee: Vince Carosella
Speakers: Roger Arthur
Trips:
Greg Buss
Credentials/Greeter: Ted and Marilyn Pawlik
Round Table Telegram: Robert Sprague
Publicity:
Jim Lawler
Historians: Bob Sprague
Social Dir: Flo Williams
Banquet: Jim Lawler
~Members at Large ~
David Hoffritz, Dave Kohler, John Whiteside
~ Official Sutler ~
Harriett Mueller: Books / Periodicals
302-429-6201
~ Annual Membership ~
Individual $25.00; Family $40.00; Student $15.00
(Full time student up to age 23)

? Questions ? Contact:
Bob Sprague
President, Brandywine Valley Civil War Round Table
23 Wistar Road, Paoli, PA 19301
E-Mail: novacsa@comcast.net

What is the BVCWRT all about???
We were founded in 1987. According to our bylaws, “the purpose of the Brandywine Valley
Civil War Round Table shall be to provide a
congenial medium through which persons
having a common interest in the events of the
American Civil War - its causes and effects,
engagements, personages, units, armaments
and other things pertaining thereto - may satisfy
their interest and broaden individual knowledge
through discussion, lectures, field trips and the
exchange of books, paper and other data. The
purposed is also to consider the preservation
and protection of the battlefields, sites,
landmarks, relics and collection of the period.”
In plain English, we are an organization of
diverse people brought together by our
common interest in the American Civil War.
This interest can range from the casual to the
obsessive. We intend to tailor our activities and
presentations to appeal to all our members,
novice or expert.
Welcome New Members & Reenlistments
The Round Table welcomes our new members
since our last meeting. Please welcome them
and share your Civil War enthusiasm.
New Members:

BVCWRT Web Site:
http://bvcwrt.home.comcast.net

Ken Holloway Jr. and Tamily

Webmaster: Jim Lawler
dtownjim@comcast.net
Signal Flag Editor:
Lynne Fulton
610-647-1039
mailto:fultonlm1949@aol.com
Unsolicited articles from our members are welcome.
Please contact Lynne!
*We are wheelchair assessable
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Brandywine Valley Civil War Round Table

Come to our next meeting
May 5, 2010

Speaker:
Topic:
Time:
Place:

Roger Arthur
“Meet Mr. Roosevelt” Presentation to benefit Brandy Station
7:00 PM
Donation of $10.00 towards the Preservation Fund
West Chester Borough Hall, Gay Street

Our Speaker this month is none other than Roger Arthur, one of our
Officers and standing member of the Round Table. He has spoken many
times to our Round Table and his impression and knowledge of TR is
outstanding. I was very fortunate to take Roger’s course on Theodore
Roosevelt a few years ago at Chester County Adult Night School and if
ever there was a re-incarnation of Mr. Roosevelt Roger is very close. I
know that you will enjoy his presentation and all donations will be given
towards the saving of Brandy Station in Virginia. This was the site of the
largest Cavalry engagement in the western hemisphere. To learn more
about the battle and the preservation please view this link from the
Preservation Trust www.civilwar.org/brandystation10
Roger has been a student of the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln his entire life. He has traveled
extensively across America visiting most of the major Civil War and Lincoln sites including the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield, Illinois. He has attended numerous
forums, symposia, lectures and classes about Lincoln and the War. He has been a member of the
Brandywine Valley Civil War Round Table since 1990 and has served as program chairman for many
years. In addition to his interest in the Rebellion and Abraham Lincoln, Mr. Arthur has a great
interest in America's youngest, most dynamic, most decorated, most energetic and popular president,
Theodore Roosevelt. He has developed a first person portrayal of "Colonel Roosevelt" for audiences
of all types.

Mr. Arthur holds both a Bachelor's and Master's degree in history and regularly lectures on historical
topics to a variety of groups, libraries, colleges, and historic clubs in the East. He teaches Modern
American History at Bishop Shanahan High School and courses at the Chester County Night School.
Mr. Arthur is married and lives with his wife, Leslie, in historic Chadds Ford. They have six children
and eight grandchildren.
“President Theodore Roosevelt - A New York Assemblyman, Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, New York City Police Commissioner, Governor of
New York, Vice President, and, at forty-two, the youngest President ever - in
his own words, Theodore Roosevelt “rose like a rocket”. He was also a
cowboy, a soldier, a historian, an intrepid explorer, and an unsurpassed
environmentalist – all in all, perhaps the most versatile Chief Executive in
our nation’s history. Theodore Roosevelt’s accomplishments in office were
immense. As President, he redesigned the office of Chief Executive and the
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workings of the Republican Party to meet the challenges of the new industrial economy. Believing that
the emerging aristocracy of wealth represented a genuine threat to democracy, Roosevelt broke trusts
to curb the capacity of big business. He improved economic and social conditions for the average
American, made food and drugs safe, and conserved western lands for the nation’s common heritage.
Roosevelt built the Panama Canal and a modern navy, while engaging the country in world affairs,
thus putting an end to isolationism. He won the Nobel Peace Prize – only sitting President ever so
honored – for his several peace negotiations that ended one war and prevented others. Throughout
his public career, Roosevelt fought valiantly to steer the Republican Party back to its noblest ideals as
embodied by Abraham Lincoln. His hopes were quashed by the party’s strong rightward turn in the
years after he left office.” (From the leaf of “Lion in the White House” A Life of Theodore
Roosevelt by Aida D. Donald, wife of the David Herbert
Donald who wrote “Lincoln”.

Civil War Preservation Trust Needs YOUR HELP
Help Save the Brandy Station Battlefield
Save the land where Buford, Rooney Lee, Hampton, and Devin
fought.A Can't-Miss Opportunity to Preserve 782 Battlefield Acres
What would you think if I told you that you could help save 782 acres of hallowed ground
at the Brandy Station battlefield in Virginia for just $85.68 per acre?
In a world where CWPT often must pay about $5,000 - $10,000 or more per acre of hallowed ground I've got to tell you that a price of
$85.68 per acre gets your attention!
The two parcels that make up this new preservation efforts are highly significant to the Battle of Brandy Station. The northernmost tract is
where Gen. John Buford's Federal cavalry fought with Rooney Lee's Confederate troopers. The southern parcel includes land where
Federal cavalry under Col. Thomas Devin repeatedly clashed with Confederates led by General Wade Hampton. As historian Bud Hall puts
it, “there is no piece of Piedmont plain in Culpeper County that witnessed more infantry and cavalry action than this property.”
Brandy Station 2010 Preservation Campaign

•

Acres: 782 acres, CWPT Fundraising Goal: $67,000, Match: Roughly $116 to $1, Match Sources: Landowner donated
conservation easements

For more: www.civilwar.org/brandystation10
New battle map, historian videos, history articles, and photos online!
In this very extraordinary case at Brandy Station, we have two landowners donating conservation easements on their land directly to the
Commonwealth of Virginia. What this means is that, in return for federal and state tax benefits based on the value of their property, these
landowners have forsaken all future development rights to this land meaning, it will be protected just the way it is forever. The funds that
CWPT are raising will pay for necessary closing costs, making sure the land is preserved.
The deepest thanks for your generosity.

I care not what others think of what I do, but I care very much about what I think of what I do! That is character!
Theodore Roosevelt
A man who has never gone to school may steal from a freight car; but if he has a university education, he may steal the whole
railroad.
Theodore Roosevelt

Minutes of the May 5, 2010 Meeting
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BVCWRT
Submitted by Ted Pawlik

Bob Sprague - Presiding
Treasurer’s Report: (Dave Walter):
The bank balance as of March 1, 2010 was $2244.15. Expenses for the month of April were $1000.00. Receipts for the
month of March were $1493.00. The bank balance as of May 1, 2010 was $2737.15. There were 49 people signed up for
the banquet.

Preservation Committee: (Bob Sprague)
The Civil War Preservation Trust acknowledged the $500.00 donation made by the BVCWRT for the preservation of
Franklin Battlefield. It was reported that over $1000.00 was raised this year for preservation by the Sutler and the monthly
book raffle.

BVCWRT Annual Banquet: (Bob Sprague)
The banquet will be held on May 25, 2010 at the Elks Lodge, 335 West Washington St, West Chester, Pa. 19381. The
speaker will be Elizabeth Brown Pryor who will talk on “Lee’s Views After the War”. The cost is $40 per person.
th
The deadline to sign up is May 14 at noon, no exceptions. Those interested may sent a check, payable to the
BVCWRT, to Dave Walter, Treasurer, 937 Thorne Drive, West Chester, PA 19382. Sign up forms appeared in the
recent issue of the Signal Flag and can also be obtained on the BVCWRT web site.

Officers and Committee Members for the 2010/2011 Campaign
The following officers were nominated for office for the 2010/2011 Campaign: Vice President – Chip Crowe; Secretary –
Ted Pawlik; Treasurer – Dave Walter. A motion was made to approve these officers. It was seconded and passed by the
membership.
The office of President is vacant. Anyone interested in serving in this position, as well as the Committee vacancies listed
below, is asked to contact any member of the Executive Committee. The contact information for the Executive Board is:
Chip Crowe at 610-518-2509 (rcrowejr1@yahoo.com), Ted Pawlik at 610-384-4234 (tpawlik@comcast.net) and Dave Walter
610-363-8900 (d_walter@comcast.net)
The following Committee positions are vacant: Preservation, Trips, Publicity, Historian, Sutler, Round Table Telegram,
Banquet. The success of the BVCWRT can only continue by the volunteer efforts of the membership to serve as President
and these committees.

Other items of Interest:
A special thank you was expressed to Greg Buss for organizing the field trip to Second Manassas. The trip was well
received by all who attended. Appreciation was also expressed to Lynn Fulton for the newsletter, The Signal Flag, and to
Jim Lawler for maintaining our web site.
John Walls is stepping down as President of the Round Table after many years of faithful service to the Round Table. Ted
Pawlik will send John a letter of appreciation on behalf of all members to John for all his contributions.
A map of the proposed casino in Gettysburg was circulated to the membership. It showed the close proximity of the casino
to the battlefield. Any individual interested in making a contribution to the lobbying and litigation against this casino may do
so directly to the Civil War Preservation Trust. It was noted that our charter specifies that the Round Table can only make
contributions for land acquisition.
It was suggested that next year the Round Table consider a trip to the Arlington Mansion.

Speaker for the Evening: Chip Crowe – Monuments at Gettysburg
Executive Board Meeting
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July 21, 2010
Ted Pawlik
Those present: Roger Arthur, Greg Buss, Vince Carosella, Chip Crowe, Dave Kohler, Jim Lawler, Ted Pawlik, Bob Sprague, John Walls
1.

In the absence of the Treasurer, Dave Walter, Bob Sprague gave the financial report. The 2010/2011 campaign begins with $1734.44 in
the bank. During the last campaign, $1393.00 was raised thru the efforts of the book raffle and sutler. Donations to preservation totaled
$2900.00.

2.

The average membership in the Round Table for the last ten years was 83. In order to encourage membership, guests will be asked to sign
a register with their address. The Secretary will follow up with a letter to the guests encouraging membership. In addition, a membership
pamphlet will be given to each guest at the meeting.

3.

The Board agreed to keep the dues the same for the 2010/2011 campaign. Individual Membership will be $25.00, Family Membership will
be $40.00 and dues for full time students (up to age 23) will be $15.00. This is the seventh consecutive year that the dues have remained
the same.

4.

The Secretary will send a thank you note to all speakers for the 2010/2011 campaign.

5.

The Board agreed to continue the Round Table Telegram that to this point was on a trial basis. Bob Sprague agreed to continue to
distribute the Round Table Telegram.

6.

Jim Lawler agreed to head the Publicity Committee

7.

Dave Kohler was welcomed as an at large member of the Executive Board. Other members of the Round Table are encouraged to become
at large members in order to stimulate ideas for the betterment of the Round Table.

8.

There is an opening for a photographer. The photographer will take pictures of guest speakers and special events. These pictures can be
used for the web site and publicity.

9.

The first cut of the speaker program for the 2010-2011 campaign is as follows: Sept 1 – Meet Colonel Roosevelt (Roger Arthur); Oct 6 –
John Hay (Jerry Carrier); Dec 1 – Battle of Franklin (Dick Simpson); Jan 5 – CSS Hunley (Mike Cochan); Feb 2 – Dan Sickles (Hugh Boyle);
April 6 – The Secession Crisis (Roger Arthur); May 4 – Admiral Farragut (John Walls).

10. Dave Kohler will contact Charlie Zahn to present a program on Civil War Songs for the November or March meeting (or any other date that
is convenient).
11. Other topics that would be of interest if a suitable speaker can be found included Generals Hancock, Hartranft, Pennypacker and Winfield
Scott.
12. The Board suggested that one week before a meeting be considered as a target date for distribution of the Signal Flag, the BVCWRT
Newsletter. This will give members an opportunity to read the Newsletter prior to the meeting. Bob Sprague will contact Lynn Fulton with
this suggestion.
13. Greg Buss presented three suggestions for a field trip: “Union LEFT, Confederate RIGHT plus Culp’s Hill. Gettysburg day two”; “Harper’s
Ferry and the John Brown Raid”; and “Arlington Cemetery including laying a wreath at the tombs of the Unknowns Soldiers”. Greg will
present these ideas to the membership at the September 1st meeting.
14. The Board formalized a policy that members and guest who do not travel by bus for the field trip but participate in the tour will be changed a
fee to cover the expense for the for the guide.
15. Suggestions were made for “short trips” involving car-pooling. These suggestions were Laurel Hill Cemetery, Fort Delaware and the
regimental flags in Harrisburg.
16. Chip Crowe indicated a need for books for the monthly book raffle. Books of high quality will be given to Harriet Mueller, the new sutler.
Chip also indicated that he has two prints, which he will get framed, and raffle off at the next banquet.
17. The Annual Banquet will be held on May 24, 2011. The guest speaker will be Professor Carol Berkin who will talk on her book “Civil War
Wives”.
18. The meeting room, at the West Chester Borough Hall, has been reserved for the period of September thru December for our regular
monthly meetings.
19. There is a need for Executive Board Officers for the 2011/2012 campaign. Vince Carosella, a member of the nominating committee, and
the Executive Board are asked to canvass the membership.
20. In order to publicize the Round Table, a suggestion was made to contact the West Chester Chamber of Commerce, County Lines magazine
and Chester County Times magazine.
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Lt. Alonzo Cushing Receives the Medal of Honor for Action at Gettysburg!
Associated Press Writer,

By DINESH RAMDE
May 19,2010

*** 147 years later, Wis. Civil War soldier gets medal ***
DELAFIELD, Wis. � Seven score and seven years ago, a wounded Wisconsin soldier stood his ground on the
Gettysburg battlefield and made a valiant stand before he was felled by a Confederate bullet. Now, thanks to
the dogged efforts of modern-day supporters, 1st Lt. Alonzo Cushing shall not have died in vain, nor shall his
memory have perished from the earth. Descendants and some Civil War history buffs have been pushing the
U.S. Army to award the soldier the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest military decoration. They'll soon get
their wish. Secretary of the Army John McHugh has approved their request, leaving a few formal steps before
the award becomes official this summer. Cushing will become one of 3,447 recipients of the medal, and the
second from the Civil War honored in the last 10 years.
It's an honor that's 147 years overdue, said Margaret Zerwekh. The 90-year-old woman lives on the land in
Delafield where Cushing was born, and jokes she's been adopted by the Cushing family for her efforts to see
Alonzo recognized. "I was jumping up and down when I heard it was approved," said Zerwekh, who walks with
two canes. "I was terribly excited."
Cushing died on July 3, 1863, the last day of the three-day battle of Gettysburg. He was 22. The West Point
graduate and his men of the Battery A, 4th U.S. Artillery were defending the Union position on Cemetery Ridge
against Pickett's Charge, a major Confederate thrust that could have turned the tide in the war. Confederate
Gen. Robert E. Lee was planning an invasion of the North; both sides knew how important this engagement
was. Cushing commanded about 110 men and six cannons. His small force along with reinforcements stood
their ground under artillery bombardment as nearly 13,000 Confederate infantrymen waited to advance. "Clap
your hands as fast as you can that's as fast as the shells are coming in," said Scott Hartwig, a historian with the
Gettysburg National Military Park in Pennsylvania. "They were under terrific fire." The bombardment lasted two
hours. Cushing was wounded in the shoulder and groin, and his battery was left with two guns and no longrange ammunition. His stricken battery should have been withdrawn and replaced with reserve forces, Hartwig
said, but Cushing shouted that he would take his guns to the front lines.
"What that means is, 'While I've got a man left to fight, I'll fight,'" Hartwig said. Within minutes, he was killed by a
Confederate bullet to the head. Confederate soldiers advanced into the Union fire, but finally retreated with
massive casualties. The South never recovered from the defeat. The soldier's bravery so inspired one Civil War
history buff that he took up Cushing's cause by launching a Facebook page titled "Give Alonzo Cushing the
Medal of Honor." Phil Shapiro, a 27-year-old Air Force captain, said such heroism displayed in one of the
nations most pivotal battles deserved recognition, even at this late date. "We need to honor those people who
got our country to where it is," said Shapiro, of Cabot, Ark.
Zerwekh first started campaigning for Cushing in 1987 by writing to Wisconsin Sen. William Proxmire. Proxmire
entered comments into the Congressional Record, she said, and she assumed that was as far as it would go.
But current Sen. Russ Feingold later pitched in and helped Zerwekh and others petition the Army. After a
lengthy review of historical records, the Army agreed earlier this year to recommend the medal.
More than 1,500 soldiers from the Civil War have received the Medal of Honor, according to the Defense
Department. The last honoree for Civil War service was Cpl. Andrew Jackson Smith of Clinton, Ill., who
received the medal in 2001.
The Cushing name is prominent in the southeastern Wisconsin town of Delafield. A monument to Cushing and
two of his brothers Naval Cmdr. William Cushing and Army 1st Lt. Howard Cushing stands at Cushing Memorial
Park, where the town holds most of its Memorial Day celebrations. Shapiro, the Facebook fan, said he thought
of Alonzo Cushing plenty of times last year as he faced a number of dangerous situations during a five-month
stint in Iraq. "I'd think about what Cushing accomplished, what he was able to deal with at age 22," Shapiro
said. "I thought if he could do that then I can certainly deal with whatever I'm facing."
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Childhood of Theodore Roosevelt
Theodore Roosevelt at age 11
Theodore Roosevelt was born on October 27, 1858, in a four-story
brownstone at 28 East 20th Street, in the modern-day Gramercy section
of New York City, the second of four children of Theodore Roosevelt, Sr.
(1831–1878) and Martha "Mittie" Bulloch (1835–1884). He had an elder
sister Anna, nicknamed "Bamie" as a child and "Bye" as an adult for being
always on the go, and two younger siblings—his brother Elliott (the father
of future First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt), and his sister Corinne
(grandmother of newspaper columnists Joseph and Stewart Alsop).
Sickly and asthmatic as a child, Roosevelt had to sleep propped up in bed
or slouching in a chair during much of his early childhood, and had
frequent ailments. Despite his illnesses, he was a hyperactive and often
mischievous child, who suffered severely from tone deafness. His lifelong
interest in zoology was formed at age seven upon seeing a dead seal at a local market. After obtaining the
seal's head, the young Roosevelt and two of his cousins formed what they called the "Roosevelt Museum of
Natural History". Learning the rudiments of taxidermy, he filled his makeshift museum with many animals that
he killed or caught, studied, and prepared for display. At age nine, he codified his observation of insects with a
paper titled "The Natural History of Insects".
Roosevelt described his childhood experiences in a 1903 letter, writing: As far as I can remember they were
absolutely commonplace. I was a rather sickly, rather timid little boy, very fond of desultory reading and of
natural history, and not excelling in any form of sport. Owing to my asthma I was not able to go to school, and I
was nervous and self-conscious, so that as far as I can remember my belief is that I was rather below than
above my average playmate in point of leadership; though as I had an imaginative temperament this sometimes
made up for my other short-comings. Altogether, while, thanks to my father and mother, I had a very happy
childhood I am inclined to look back at it with some wonder that I should have come out of it as well as I have! It
was not until after I was sixteen that I began to show any prowess, or even ordinary capacity; up to that time,
except making collections of natural history, reading a good deal in certain narrowly limited fields and indulging
in the usual scribbling of the small boy who does not excel in sport, I cannot remember that I did anything that
even lifted me up to the average.
To combat his poor physical condition, his father encouraged the young Roosevelt to take up exercise.
Roosevelt started boxing lessons. Two trips abroad had a permanent impact: family tours of Europe in 1869
and 1870, and of the Middle East 1872 to 1873.
Paternal influence
Theodore, Sr. had a tremendous influence on his son, of whom Roosevelt wrote, "My father, Theodore
Roosevelt, was the best man I ever knew. He combined strength and courage with gentleness, tenderness, and
great unselfishness. He would not tolerate in us children selfishness or cruelty, idleness, cowardice, or
untruthfulness."
He told his sister Corinne that he never took any serious step or made any vital decision for his country without
thinking first what position his father would have taken.

Roosevelt’s Character and beliefs
Roosevelt intensely disliked being called "Teddy," and was quick to point out this fact to those who used the
nickname, though it would become widely used by newspapers during his political career. He attended church
regularly. Of including the motto "In God We Trust" on money, in 1907 he wrote, "It seems to me eminently
unwise to cheapen such a motto by use on coins, just as it would be to cheapen it by use on postage stamps, or
in advertisements." He was also a member of the Freemasons and Sons of the American Revolution.
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Roosevelt had a lifelong interest in pursuing what he called, in an 1899 speech, "the strenuous life". To this end,
he exercised regularly and took up boxing, tennis, hiking, rowing, polo, and horseback riding. As governor of
New York, he boxed with sparring partners several times a week, a practice he regularly continued as President
until one blow detached his left retina, leaving him blind in that eye (a fact not made public until many years
later). Thereafter, he practiced judo attaining a third degree brown belt and continued his habit of skinny-dipping
in the Potomac River during winter.
He was an enthusiastic singlestick player and, according to Harper's Weekly, in 1905 showed up at a White
House reception with his arm bandaged after a bout with General Leonard Wood. Roosevelt was also an avid
reader, reading tens of thousands of books, at a rate of several a day in multiple languages. Along with Thomas
Jefferson, Roosevelt is often considered the most well read of any American politician.

Sagamore Hill, Roosevelt's estate
Roosevelt Family in 1903 with Quentin on the left, TR, Ted, Jr., "Archie",
Alice, Kermit, Edith, and Ethel

1910 Cartoon shows Roosevelt multiple roles from 1899-1910.

Colonel Theodore Roosevelt

Information and pictures from Wikapedia

Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.
Theodore Roosevelt
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Civil War re-enactors to honor bravery of Pennsylvania regiment
By Edward Colimore Inquirer Staff Writer
Source: Philadelphia Inquirer
Published: 2010-06-26
The ground where the killing took place is quiet and serene. A breeze rustles through scrub oaks and pine trees
that surround a depression where the Whitlock house once stood. Almost 150 years ago, Union and
Confederate soldiers fought hand-to-hand there, slashing with bayonets and bludgeoning with gun stocks. The
din of musket fire and screams was deafening. Now, at that spot, 300 yards from the nearest road in Glendale,
Va., there is a historical marker celebrating the desperate charge of a Philadelphia unit of Union soldiers. At a
crucial moment, the 69th Pennsylvania Infantry, made up of Irish immigrants, stopped Confederate forces from
turning a Union retreat into a disastrous rout. On Saturday, June 26 A few dozen Philadelphia and South
Jersey re-enactors who portray the 69th in full uniform will march the route of the charge and dedicate the
marker they paid for. "Saving the land [from development] is not enough," said Don Ernsberger, 62, a Lansdale
re-enactor who helped coordinate the Virginia event. "You have to take the additional step of educating people
about what happened there." The re-enactors packed their muskets and wool Union uniforms into a rented van
and personal cars for the long trip to Glendale. "We come from many different backgrounds," Ernsberger said. "I
was an educator and a deputy chief of staff for a California congressman on Capitol Hill. "We have three
lawyers, forklift operators, people from many other occupations. All are connected by their interest in the Civil
War." And more than half of them have Irish ancestors. The members of the original Pennsylvania unit "were all
volunteers," said Bob Clements, 59, a Haddon Heights resident and technical editor and writer at Lockheed
Martin. "They came from Ireland, got off the boat, and within days, weeks, or months were fighting for their new
country. "That's something people should remember and respect," he said. "It's the right thing to do - to
preserve their memory so it does not fade from history." As dawn broke on June 30, 1862, the 69th had been
marching and fighting for four days and had not slept the night before. The soldiers were taking a break after
arriving at Glendale when the Confederates punched through the Union line about 2:30 p.m. The Southerners
took over artillery batteries and were ready to turn them on retreating federal troops as Union Gen. Joseph
Hooker looked for a way to plug the gap. "I will give you one of my best regiments, the 69th Pennsylvania,"
Gen. Edwin V. Sumner told Hooker.
Musicians began a drumbeat and more than 500 members of the Irish unit lined up, fixed bayonets, and moved
forward through the ranks of other retreating Union soldiers. "The charge was crucial," said Bill Meehan, a reenactor and retired Philadelphia steamfitter who lives in West Goshen. "It was an amazing feat. "You had other
troops running away and you'd have to ask yourself, 'They're running, so why shouldn't I? Meehan said. "But
they did their duty for their new country." The 69th advanced through heavy musket volleys and exploding
artillery shells, then returned fire and fought hand-to-hand near the Whitlock house. seven were killed and 34
were wounded, but the hole in the line was plugged and the artillery was not used on other retreating troops.
During the night, the 69th joined the Union withdrawal, leaving the hard-won field. "We were ordered to
evacuate," said Ernsberger, who - as a re-enactor private - often speaks as if he were a veteran of the
unit. "But we stopped the Confederates from breaking the Union army in half." The historical marker
commemorating the battle is set in a small open area of the forest, lit by the sun at midday. It's part of a tract
purchased by the Civil War Preservation Trust, a nonprofit organization that plans to turn it over to the National
Park Service, which will be represented along with the trust at the Saturday dedication. The location "is almost
like a natural theater," said Ernsberger. Without the marker, "the average person would walk right past the
Whitlock house and not know it," he said. "This marker will be the beginning of what we hope will be a walking
trail and other markers." The 69th would go on to fight in some of the most horrific battles of the war, including
Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, and Gettysburg. By the time of the surrender of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee
at Appomattox Court House in April 1865, only 56 of the 1,007 men who once filled its ranks were present. On
Saturday, re-enactors in blue wool uniforms will raise heavy muskets skyward and fire a volley as a salute.
"Their sacrifice saved the lives of others," said Scott Eller, 43, a Collingdale resident and re-enactor who serves
as a paramedic and diver for the University of Pennsylvania's Institute for Environmental Medicine. "They
proved themselves in battle, and their recognition is overdue." Contact staff writer Edward Colimore at 856-7793833 or ecolimore@phillynews.com. Illustration/Photo: Members of the 69th Pennsylvania Regiment of Civil
War re-enactors prepare to leave for the dedication in Virginia: (from left) Ed Hummel, Don Ernsberger, John
Kopich, Mike Ernsberger, Alex Peoples, Don Husler, Steve Shelly, Ryan Kopich, and Jim Johnston.
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Scheduled Speakers for 2010 - 2011
Sep 1, 2010:
Oct 6, 2010:
Nov 3, 2010:
Dec 1, 2010:
Jan 5, 2011:
Feb 2, 2011:
Mar 2, 2011:
Apr 6, 2011:
May 4, 2011:
May 2011 :
TBD

Roger Arthur – “Meet Colonel Roosevelt”
Jerry Carrier – “John Hay”
Bruce Stocking – “Maj Gen Winfield Scott Hancock”
Dick Simpson – “Battle of Franklin”, plus our Christmas Social
Mike Kochan – “CSS Hunley”
Charlie Zahn – “Civil War Music”
Hugh Boyle – “Dan Sickles”
Roger Arthur- “The Secession Crisis”
John Walls – “Admiral David Farragut”
Banquet – Speaker Professor Carol Berkin – “Civil War Woman”
Field Trip

San Juan Heights US Army July 1898 Victor Kettle Hill
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c/o Lynne Fulton
144 W. King Street
Malvern, PA 19355
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