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The Signal Flag 
 

BRANDYWINE VALLEY CIVIL WAR 

ROUND TABLE 
 

 

Campaign # 23 Skirmish # 5 January 2010 
 

From the Rear Ranks:          

                HAPPY NEW YEAR – January 1, 2010 

                                                                1864 
By the third winter of the war the character of the conflict had altered and the future was more definite. As 
hope lessened in the South it increased somewhat in the North. The Federal war objective was clear, made 
so by policy and action, implemented by manpower and material supremacy. Emancipation was an 
irrevocable commitment. Military conquest of the Confederacy was being pursued relentlessly. The Lincoln 
administration faced an election, but would that really make a difference? 

 
In the South, they felt pressed back toward their inner bastion, and the dreams of Northern collapse, foreign 
intervention, lifting the blockade, and dramatic military victories became more and more nebulous. No military 
campaigns or great battles appeared immediate, but the threat was there and many believed it was only a 
matter of time until disaster. The armies in Virginia, near Chattanooga and elsewhere, were quiet, but guerrilla 
activities and small skirmishes were almost continuous. I was a time of regrouping, reassignment of 
commanders, and soul-searching. 

 

                     January 1864 - (146 years ago today) 
Since November there had been no major military action and none was in immediate prospect. In area of the 
Confederacy controlled by the North reconstruction efforts began. The Federal Congress was becoming more 
conscious of the forthcoming elections. Routine fighting continued in many areas. The Confederacy had 
command problems, particularly in the West, and discontent with policies of the Davis administration 
increased in Richmond and throughout the remaining sections of the Confederate States of America. 

 

                      January 1, 1864 – Friday 
Extreme cold swept across much of the North and South and temperatures below zero as far south as 
Memphis, Tennessee, and Cairo, Illinois, caused much suffering among the soldiers. The usual New Year’s 
Day ceremonies took place at both White Houses. 
 
Despite the cold skirmishing broke out at Dandridge, Tennessee, and Bunker Hill, West Virginia. For most of 
January there was only desultory firing against Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. Until 
January 5 Federal cavalry saw action in Hampshire and Hardy counties, West Virginia, and a four-day 
expedition operated against Confederate guerillas from Bealton to Front Royal, Virginia. Throughout January 
minor operations occurred in northeastern Arkansas with skirmishing at Lunenburg, Sylamore, and Sylamore 
Creek. Union action against Indians in the Humboldt District of California also continued for much of January. 
In Tennessee small-scale fighting between pro-Confederate elements and various Federal outposts and 
garrisons flared on several occasions. The Union Department of Kansas was reestablished as separate from 
that of Missouri.  

 
Source: “The Civil War Day By Day: An Almanac, 1861 – 1865,” Pages 451 – 452. 

 

On behalf of the Executive Board of the Brandywine Valley Civil War Roundtable, we would like to wish all of you a very 
Happy New Year and much health and happiness throughout 2010. 
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~ Officers ~ 

President:           John Walls  
Vice President:   Chip Crowe  
Secretary:           Ted Pawlik 
Treasurer:           Dave Walter 
 

~ Committee Members ~ 

Preservation:  Bob Sprague, John Walls 
Nominating Committee:   
                     Vince Carosella 
Speakers:  Roger Arthur 
Trips:         Greg Buss 
Credentials:  Vacant 
Greeter:         
Publicity:      Bill Stiman  
Historians:   Bill Sitman and Bob Sprague  
Social Dir:    Flo Williams 
 

 ~Members at Large ~ 
      David Hoffritz, James Lawler, Lynne Fulton 
 

~ Official Sutler ~ 
                Bob Sprague:  Books / Periodicals 

                610-644-0353 
 

~ Annual Membership ~ 
Individual $25.00;   Family $40.00;   Student $15.00 

(Full time student up to age 23) 
 
             ? Questions ?  Contact:  
                              John Walls 

           1109 Debra’s Way,  
                    West Chester, Pa 19382 
                          610-692-0435 

    JohnFWalls@verizon.com 
 
                     BVCWRT Web Site:   

  http://bvcwrt.home.comcast.net 
 
                 Webmaster:  Jim Lawler 

       dtownjim@comcast.net 
 
                  Signal Flag Editor:  
                       Lynne Fulton 

         610-647-1039 
    mailto:fultonlm1949@aol.com 

 
Unsolicited articles from our members are welcome.  
Please contact Lynne!   
 
*We are wheelchair assessable 
 
 

 
 

What is the BVCWRT all about??? 
 
We were founded in 1987.  According to our by-
laws, “the purpose of the Brandywine Valley 
Civil War Round Table shall be to provide a 
congenial medium through which persons 
having a common interest in the events of the 
American Civil War - its causes and effects, 
engagements, personages, units, armaments 
and other things pertaining thereto - may satisfy 
their interest and broaden individual knowledge 
through discussion, lectures, field trips and the 
exchange of books, paper and other data.  The 
purposed is also to consider the preservation 
and protection of the battlefields, sites, 
landmarks, relics and collection of the period.” 
 
In plain English, we are an organization of 
diverse people brought together by our 
common interest in the American Civil War.  
This interest can range from the casual to the 
obsessive.  We intend to tailor our activities and 
presentations to appeal to all our members, 
novice or expert. 
 
Welcome New Members & Reenlistments 
 
The Round Table welcomes our new members 
since our last meeting.  Please welcome them 
and share your Civil War enthusiasm. 
 
New Members: 
 
Happy New Year to the Membership 
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Brandywine Valley Civil War Round Table 

Come to our next meeting 
January 6, 2010 

                                                                                                       

 
 

Speaker: Mike Kochan 
Topic: “USS Monitor” 
Time: 7:00 PM 
Place: West Chester Borough Hall, Gay Street  

Mike Kochan is a US Navy veteran of the Vietnam War where he served aboard the aircraft carrier USS Franklin 
D. Roosevelt CVA-42, supporting US operations in Vietnam. 
 
Mike has been a master machinist for over 40 years.  He personally travelled to museums and government 
warehouses around the country to photograph measure and identify torpedoes. Mike has produced 1:1 
reproductions of most of the torpedoes used during the American Civil War.  His work is on display at various 
museums around the eastern US.  His work allows museums to accurately display torpedoes for which there are 
few, or no remaining examples. 
 
Mike has been involved in Civil War re-enacting and Living History presentations for over 20 years.  He is 
nationally recognized as an expert in the field of Civil War torpedoes. 
 
Mike served as expert historical consultant for the Discovery Channel’s production on the assassination of 
President Abraham Lincoln.  Mike constructed and detonated a replica time bomb charge of the type that 
Confederates had planned to use to blow up the White House and kill President Lincoln.  The experiment, shown 
on TV, indicated that the plot would have killed the President. He has also been on several other History Channel 
programs as well as sending his reproduction Infernal Machines to other programs to be used as props. 
 
Mike is a member of a Civil War Roundtable. He also gives presentations to other Civil War Roundtables and 
organizations. His presentations include information on various aspects of the Civil War, including torpedo and 
Naval operations. He is, at present, researching Bushnell’s Submarine and underwater mines from the 
Revolutionary war continuing through to the Civil war. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:                                                                     
Membership Dues – Dues are now Overdue, if you do not pay you will be removed from the email and mailing 
list so please bring your dues to the next meeting. 
Christmas Social – A special thanks go out to all those members who help with the Christmas Social and 

brought in all those wonderful goodies. Thanks you for your service. 
 
 
 

Mike Kochan, in the uniform of a Confederate Navy 
Lieutenant, with Brenda Marshburn, Site Manager, Fort 
Anderson, NC and examples of his reproductions used in the 
museum.  
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Minutes of the December 2, 2009 Meeting 

BVCWRT 

                                                               Submitted by Ted Pawlik 
 

 Chip Crowe - Presiding: 

 

 Treasurer’s Report (Dave Walter): 

 
- The bank balance as of November1 2009 was $2925.47.  Expenses for the month of November were 

$604.03.  This included a $500 donation to the Civil War Preservation Trust.  Receipts for the month 
of November were $122.00. The bank balance as of December 1, 2009 was $2443.44. 

Field Trip (Greg Buss) 

- Greg advised that the field trip to 2nd Manassas on April 10, 2010 is about 50% full.  The bus will 
leave the West Chester Municipal Building at 6:15 PM.  The cost will be $50.00 per person.  Checks 
are to made payable to the BVCWRT and can be sent to:  

 

          Gregory R. Buss,  502 Langford Drive, Downingtown, PA 19335 

 
- Spaces on the bus will be first come – first served. 

 
Chip Crowe advised of receipt of a letter from the Civil War Preservation Trust acknowledging the donation 
of $500 for the Chancellorsville and Wilderness Battlefields.   

 
Flo Williams advised that work is proceeding on restoring the 97th Regiment monument in West Chester.  It 
has been surveyed to insure that it is structurally sound and it is.  The task force is working with the West 
Chester Park Department with respect to the grounds. 

 
Ted Pawlik was contacted by the People for Better Pennsylvania Historical Records Access (PaHR-Access).  
This is a grass root effort supported by many historical groups through out the state.  Their goal is to get 
Pennsylvania state death certificates that are at least 50 years old available on line.  This will make it easier to 
do historical research.  The request is that the Round Table contact state senators and representatives indicating 
support for this program.  With no objection from the floor, Ted Pawlik will write a letter on behalf of the 
Round Table in support of this effort. 

 
Roger Arthur announced that he will be speaking at the Marple Library in Broomall on Wednesday, 
December 9th.  The topic will be Lincoln’s Legacy. 

 
Appreciation was expressed to Flo Williams for organizing the Christmas Social. 

 
Topic for the Evening:  Old Fashioned Roundtable.  The topics discussed were (1) Why did the South 
continue to fight even after all apparently was lost particularly with the election of A. Lincoln; (2) Would the 
country have been better off buying off slaves at market value prior to the war and then “reconstruct” the South 
without slavery; and (3) Discussion of the battles of Vicksburg and Chancellorsville. 

 
The Christmas Social followed the discussion 
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            “Commemorative Stamp "Together for Freedom"   
 

                                From:Temple Website  12/16/09 
 
Commemorative Stamp "Together for Freedom": Honoring Thomas Garrett and William Still on the 
Underground Railroad Network to Freedom. Since the anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation is January 
of 2013, I would like to propose one stamp to honor two pen pals and station masters on the Underground 
Railroad, William Still and Thomas Garrett. Necessitated by the institution of slavery and buoyed by the 
abolition movement that opposed it, the Underground Railroad operated in the United States as interconnected 
and clandestine networks of routes and safe houses by which enslaved people sought freedom.  Its laborers 
and patrons were black and white, wealthy and poor, local and distant. Delaware and Pennsylvania celebrate a 
number of Underground Railroad heroes, but the team of Thomas Garrett and William Still embody the 
cooperation that made the network successful in every part of the country where it occurred.  Working across 
racial, economic, religious and political boundaries, Garrett and Still moved freedom seekers from the border 
state of Delaware through the free state of Pennsylvania and into safe communities in other states and Canada.  
We know of Garrett’s involvement largely through his letters, saved by family members and by William Still; he 
kept no journal, and the same is true of his most active associates in Delaware.  William Still, however, kept 
records of the freedom seekers who passed through the Anti-Slavery offices in Philadelphia, revealing a 
glimpse into the necessarily secret universe of the Underground Railroad.   
 
William Still, who lived in Philadelphia, documented the cases that the Vigilance Committee handled. Through 
William Still’s journal, we can explore the personal accounts of fugitive slaves and can build a profile of those 
individuals who either came through Philadelphia or stayed in the city and sought the services of the Vigilance 
Committee. Still's compelling documentation of the names, ages, physical descriptions, treatment, motivations 
for seeking freedom, skills, and the details of the physical and emotional journeys of fugitive slaves provide rich 
content about slavery and escape. After recording this important information, he would make arrangements to 
send many individuals to another location on the network to freedom.  In 1872 William Still published a book 
The Underground Railroad from these records. Many of Thomas Garrett's letters were published in William 
Still's book with a biographical sketch of Thomas Garrett. Thomas Garrett, who lived in Wilmington, Delaware, 
would help over 2700 individuals to freedom on the Underground Railroad. Thomas Garrett would send many 
letters to his friend William Still about people he was sending to freedom. In U.S. District Court in 1848, Thomas 
Garrett was found guilty of helping a family escape to freedom; Garrett was fined $5,400 by Judge Roger 
Taney.  In June of 1862 a group of from Longwood, including Thomas Garrett, met with President Lincoln 
concerning drafting of the Emancipation Proclamation.  After the Civil War, Thomas Garrett lived to see the 
passage of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments.  Thomas Garrett died in 1871 at age 81, 
white and black together commemorated his life, and thousands lined the streets of Wilmington to view the 
black pallbearers carry the body of their friend to the Wilmington Friend Meeting.  Just as Thomas Garrett and 
William Still worked together for freedom, so blacks and whites can work together today to strike down racial 
barriers and promote racial harmony. 
Robert E. Seeley, a Garrett family member. 
 
Books and Movie: 
Station Master on the Underground Railroad: The Life and Letters of Thomas Garrett by James A. McGowan 
 
The Underground Railroad by William Still  
 
History of the Underground Railroad in Chester and the Neighboring  
Counties of Pennsylvania by R. C. Smedley  
 
Whispers of Angels DVD Starring: Edward Asner and Blair Underwood 
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USS Monitor 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

USS Monitor was the first ironclad warship commissioned by the 
United States Navy. She is most famous for her participation in 
the first-ever naval battle between two ironclad warships, the 
Battle of Hampton Roads on March 9, 1862, during the American 
Civil War, in which Monitor fought the ironclad CSS Virginia of 
the Confederate States Navy. ‘‘Monitor’’ was the first in a long 
line of Monitor-type U.S. warships and the term "monitor" 
describes a broad class of craft. 

Ironclads were only a recent innovation, started with the floating ironclad batteries used in the Crimean War and the 1859 
French battleship La Gloire. Afterwards, the design of ships and the nature of naval warfare changed dramatically. 

Design 

Monitor was one of three ironclad warships ordered by the U.S. Navy, after Galena and New Ironsides. 

Statue of John Ericsson in Battery Park, NYC, holding a model of Monitor in his 
hand 

Designed by the Swedish engineer John Ericsson, Monitor was described as a 
"cheesebox on a raft,"

[1]
 consisting of a heavy round revolving iron gun turret on the 

deck, housing two 11-inch (28 cm) Dahlgren guns, paired side by side. The original 
design used a system of heavy metal shutters to protect the gun ports while 
reloading. However, the operation of the shutters proved so cumbersome, the gun 
crews simply rotated the turret away from potential hostile fire to reload. Further, the 
momentum of the rotating turret proved to be so great that a system for stopping the 
turret to fire the guns was implemented on later models of ships in the Monitor class. 
The crew of Monitor solved the turret momentum problem by firing the guns on the 
fly while the turret rotated past the target. While this procedure resulted in a 
substantial loss of accuracy, given the close range at which Monitor operated, the 
loss of accuracy was not critical. 

The armored deck was barely above the waterline. Aside from a small boxy 
pilothouse, a detachable smokestack and a few fittings, the bulk of the ship was below the waterline to prevent damage from 
cannon fire. The turret comprised 8 layers of 1-inch (2.5 cm) plate, bolted together, with a ninth plate inside to act as a 
sound shield. A steam donkey engine turned the turret. The heavily armored deck extended beyond the waterproof hull, only 
5
⁄8 inches (15.88 mm) thick. The vulnerable parts of the ship were completely protected. Monitor's hull was built at the 

Continental Iron Works in the Greenpoint section of Brooklyn, New York, and the ship was launched there on January 30, 
1862. The steam engines and machinery were constructed at the DeLamater Iron Works in Manhattan where 13th Street 
meets the Hudson River

[2]
 There is a statue in Monsignor McGolrick park in Greenpoint, facing Monitor Street, 

commemorating the ship. 

Monitor was innovative in construction technique as well as design. Parts were forged in nine foundries and brought 
together to build the ship; the whole process took less than 120 days. Portions of the heavy iron armor plating for the vessel 
were made at a forge in Clintonville, New York. In addition to the "cheesebox", its rotating turret, Monitor was also fitted with 
Ericsson's novel marine screw, whose efficiency and reliability allowed the warship to be one of the first to rely exclusively 
upon steam propulsion. Ericsson anticipated some aspects of modern submarine design by placing all of Monitor's features 
except the turret and pilothouse underwater, making it the first semi-submersible ship. In contrast, Virginia was a 
conventional wooden vessel covered with iron plates and bearing fixed weapons. 

Although John Ericsson was the designer of the ship itself, Saratoga Springs resident Theodore Timby is credited with the 
design of the revolving gun turret.

[3]
 After showing his 21-foot (6.4 m) model to officials at the White House, a naval 

commission recommended Ericsson's ironclad be built with Timby's turret. Timby was paid a $13,500 commission for his 
contribution.

[4]
 This is equivalent to $287,190 in present day terms.

[5]
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Battle of Hampton Roads 
Main article: Battle of Hampton Roads 
 
USS Monitor in action with CSS Virginia, 9 March 1862 

The CSS Virginia attacked the Union blockading squadron in Hampton 
Roads, Virginia, on March 8, 1862, destroying USS Cumberland and USS 
Congress. Early in the battle the USS Minnesota ran aground while 
attempting to engage the Virginia, and she remained stranded throughout 
the battle. The Virginia, however, was unable to attack the Minnesota before 

daylight faded. 

That night the Monitor, under command of Lieutenant John L. Worden, arrived from Brooklyn after a harrowing trip under 
tow. When Virginia returned the next day to finish off Minnesota and the rest of the blockaders, the Monitor moved out to 
stop her. The ironclads fought at close range for about four hours, neither one sinking or seriously damaging the other. At 
one point the Virginia attempted to ram, but she only struck the Monitor with a glancing blow that did no damage. It did, 
however, aggravate the damage done to the Virginia’s bow when she previously rammed the Cumberland. The Monitor was 
also unable to do significant damage to the Virginia, possibly due to the fact that her guns were firing with reduced charges. 

Towards the end of the engagement the Virginia was able to hit the Monitor’s pilot house. Lieutenant Worden, blinded by 
shell fragments and gunpowder residue from the explosion, ordered the Monitor to sheer off into shallow water. The 
command passed to the executive officer, Samuel Greene, who assessed the damage and ordered the Monitor to turn 
around back into the battle. 

The Virginia, seeing the Monitor turn away, turned her attention back to the Minnesota. The falling tide, 
however, prevented her from getting close to the stranded warship. After an informal war council with his 
officers, the Virginia’s captain decided to return to Norfolk to repairs. The Monitor arrived back on the scene as 
the Virginia was leaving. Greene, under orders to protect the Minnesota, did not pursue. 

Tactically, the battle between these two ships was a draw, though it could be argued that the Virginia did slightly more 
damage to the Monitor than the Monitor did to the Virginia. The Monitor did successfully defend the Minnesota and the rest 
of the U.S. fleet while the Virginia was unable to complete the destruction she started the previous day. Strategically nothing 
had immediately changed: The Federals still controlled Hampton Roads and the Confederates still held several rivers and 
Norfolk.

[6]
 

Loss at sea 

 
Engraving of the Monitor sinking 

While the design of Monitor was well-suited for river combat, her low freeboard and 
heavy turret made her highly unseaworthy in rough waters. This feature probably led to 
the early loss of the original Monitor, which foundered during a heavy storm. Swamped 
by high waves while under tow by Rhode Island, she sank on December 31, 1862 in the 
Atlantic Ocean off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. 16 of 62 crewmen were lost in the 
storm. 

The name Monitor was given to the troop carrier USS Monitor (LSV-5), commissioned late in World War II. She served 
primarily in the Pacific theater, and was later scrapped. 

Rediscovery 

 
USS Monitor Historical Marker outside the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum, Hatteras, NC, 
June 2007 

In 1973, the wreck of the ironclad Monitor was located on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean 
about 16 nautical miles southeast of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. The wreck site was 
designated as the United States' first marine sanctuary. Monitor National Marine Sanctuary 
is the only one of the thirteen national marine sanctuaries created to protect a cultural 
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resource, rather than a natural resource. 

In 1986, Monitor was designated a National Historic Landmark. It is one of only four accessible monitor vessels in the world, 
the others being the Australian vessel HMVS Cerberus, and the wreck of the Norwegian KNM Thor, which lies at about 
25 feet (7.6 m) off Verdens Ende in Vestfold county, Norway, and the British vessel Hellman. 

The U.S Navy interest in raising the entire ship ended in 1978 when Willard F. Searle, Jr. calculated the cost and possible 
damage expected from the operation.

[9]
 However in 1998 the warship's propeller was raised to the surface.

[9]
 On July 16, 

2001, divers from the Monitor National Marine Sanctuary and the US Navy brought to the surface the 30-metric-ton (30-
long-ton) steam engine. Due to the depth of the wreck, the divers utilized surface supplied diving techniques while breathing 
heliox.[10] In August 2002, after 41 days of work, the revolutionary revolving gun turret was recovered by the U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and a team of U.S. Navy divers. Before removing the turret, divers discovered the remains of two 
trapped crew members. The remains of these sailors, who died while on duty, are at the Joint POW-MIA Accounting Command (JPAC) 
at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, awaiting positive identification. 

The site is now under the supervision of NOAA. Many artifacts from Monitor, including her turret, cannon, propeller, anchor, engine and 
some personal effects of the crew, have been conserved and are on display at the Mariners' Museum of Newport News, Virginia. Artifact 
recovery from the site has become paramount, as the wreck has become unstable and will decay over the next several decades; this fate 
also awaits many other commonly-dove wrecks of iron and steel ships, such as Titanic. 
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Union Monitor 1861-65  
The first seagoing ironclad was the USS Monitor, and its profile 
has made it one of the most easily recognised warships of all 
time. Following her inconclusive battle with the Confederate 
ironclad Virginia on March 9, 1862, the production of Union 
monitors was accelerated. By the end of the year a powerful 
squadron of monitor vessels protected the blockading squadrons 
off the Southern coastline, and were able to challenge 
Confederate control of her ports and estuaries 
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Interesting notes from crew members who sailed on the monitor 
Life on the James. It's not the heat, it's the humidity… 

 

Geer - - June 13, 1862  
We took the tempriture of several parts of the ship, or rather I did, as I have charge of the Thurmomitor, and found in my Store 
Room, which is farthest astern, it stood at 110; in the Engine Room 127; in the Galley, where they Cook and after the Fire was out 
155; on the Berth Deck where we sleep, 85. I think the hottest day I ever saw in NY was up to 102 in the Shade, so you can see 
what a hell we have. I spend most of my time in pleasant weather under an Awning on Deck, and sleep there these hot nights. 
 

Keeler - - August 7, 1862  
Hot, hotter, hottest – could stand it no longer, so last night I wrapped my blanket ‘round me & took to our iron deck – if the bed 

was not soft it was not so insufferable hot as my pen.  What with heat, mosquitoes & a gouty Captain have nearly gone distracted. 

 

On the virtues of the South… 
 

Geer - - August 3, 1862  
I thought I had seen Mosquetoes and Flies that were a nuisance in NY, but I give in to Virginia. There is no use fighting. You may 

as well keep still and let them have their fill, because one will only tire him self out and have at last to give in to them.  

 
Keeler - - August 5, 1862  
I had the forethought when at Old Point to buy me a mosquito bar (the only one on board) so that I can sleep at night 

undisturbed…by the pestiferous vermin, that is when the heat will allow of it. Tonight we will have a scorcher.   

 

 
On a well-balanced diet… 
 

Geer - - May 24, 1862  
On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays we have Been Soupe, or perhaps a bettor name would be to call it Bean Water. I am 

often tempted to strip off my shirt and make a dive and see if there really is Beens in the Bottom that gives it the flavor. I think there 

must be, but I seldom see them. But the Government ways Beens are very Wholesom and strengthening. I am of the same 

opinion...  

 
Keeler - - June 16, 1862  
A portion of our iron deck has been converted into a stock yard containing just at present, one homesick lamb, one tough combative 

old ram, a consumptive calf, one fine lean swine, an antediluvian rooster & his mate, an old antiquated setting hen…  

 
Keeler - - July 30, 1862   
A piece of salt beef regularly makes its appearance with the call for dinner, it reappears in the form of hash for supper, & is re-
hashed for breakfast the next morning. If vegetables exist in any portions of the civilized world they are intangible to us… 

 

On setting priorities… 
 

Geer - - March 26, 1862  
I believe I have not told you before how much my Grog is. By not drinking it I get $1.25 per month, which will most cloath me.  

 
Keeler - - April 25, 1862  
There are three great evils in both our army & navy which if corrected would render them much more efficient – the first is 

whiskey, the second is whiskey & the third is whiskey.   

 

 
Source: http://www.monitorcenter.org/lifeaboard 
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USS Monitor                   
Ordered:  October 4, 1861 
Builder:  Continental Iron Works & DeLamater Iron Works (primarily), & others 
Laid down: 1861 
Launched: January 30, 1862 
Commissioned: February 25, 1862 
Fate: Lost at sea, December 31, 1862 
Displacement: 987 long tons (1,003 t) 
Length: 172 ft (52 m) 
Beam: 41 ft 6 in (12.65 m) 
Draft: 10 ft 6 in (3.20 m) 
Speed: 8 knots (15 km/h) 
Complement: 59 officers and men 
Armament: 2 × 11 in (280 mm) Dahlgren smoothbores 
Armor: iron 
 

  

 

USS Monitor Crew Picture  

        Notice the dents from cannon shells 
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========================================================================== 

 

                  Scheduled Speakers for 2009 - 2010              
   
Sep 2, 2009:    James Lawler – “Survival – Andersonville and Sultana”   
Oct 7, 2009:    Roger Arthur – “Importance of John Brown” (Tentative)   
Nov 4, 2009:   M. Borowick – “Fitz-John Porter’s Court Marital   
Dec 2, 2009:   BVCWRT Members - Discussion of selected topics, plus our Christmas Social   
Jan 6, 2010:    Mike Kochan – “Monitor”   
Feb 3, 2010:    M. Leepson – “Battle of Monocacy”   
Mar 3, 2010:   J Booz – “Antietam”   
Apr 7, 2010:   Gary Eckelbarger – “2nd Manassas”  (Tentative)  
Apr 10, 2010:  Field Trip:  2nd Manassas  (More information to come from Greg Buss) 

 
 

May 5, 2010:  ChipCrowe – “Hunter McGuire” 
May 25, 2010: (Annual Banquet):  Speaker will be Elizabeth Brown Pryor, who is an American 

diplomat and historian. In 2008, Pryor was awarded the Lincoln Prize for Reading the Man: A Portrait of Robert 
E. Lee through his Private Letters. She shared the honor with James Oakes, who won for The Radical and the 
Republican: Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, and the Triumph of Antislavery Politics. Pryor's book is 
notable for using hundreds of Lee’s previously unpublished private letters to create a fresh biography of the 
Confederate general. 
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